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Eo God's Man in the Pulpit 


n- Bes This man in the pulpit will tell you that Christ is not concerned to 

ae make you better, but to make you wew, not to help you, not to accept you 
but to comvert you. He will tell you that Christ wants your words and 
your deeds, but first He wants you. He will tell you that although you 
are rich in this world’s goods, you are a spiritual pauper and a financial 


a incompetent until Christ enters your life and requisitions your possessions. 
em He will tell you that all your subtle claims to status are filthy rags before 
; God. He will tell you that before you can work you must worship, before 
be e you can speak for Christ you must hear from Christ, and before you can 
me : serve Christ you must be transformed by Christ. . . . He will tell you 
- that unless you are born again by the grace of God in Christ you have not 
ity Bes lived, and indeed, that you will never live until Christ lives in you. He 
- will tell you that until the Holy Spirit cauterizes your heart it will not 


ely be free from the fatal infection of self-love. He will tell you that 
decisions and attitudes must be structured to centered loyalty in Jesus 
Christ, or you will continue to live in broken frustration, macerated cross- 
purposes, and in futility’s busy despair. 

—Floyd Doud Shafer, in Christianity Today 
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As of this writing, information 
across our desk indicates that at least 
five presbyteries of the UPUSA 
(Northern Presbyterian) Church are 
considering or have approved overtures 
to the next General Assembly asking 
for the inclusion in any plans of union 
drawn by negotiating committees a 
provision allowing ministers and con- 
gregations seeking another affiliation 
to be dismissed without prejudice to 
their property and pension rights. We 
believe such a provision to be both 
fair and proper. 





Meanwhile receptions and dismissals 
across denominational lines continue, 
without rancor and with good feeling. 
To be sure all of these, so far, have 
occurred within the bounds of synods 
and presbyteries where joint work ex- 
ists. The latest transfer was that of 
the Brent, Ala.,. Presbyterian Church, 
dismissed by the Birmingham Presby- 
tery (UPUSA). to unite with the Tus- 
caloosa Presbytery (US). During 1960, 
3 other UPUSA congregations were 
received by the US Church. None 
were dismissed. 





A lady sought out the wife of one © 


of the Scottish ministers in this coun- 
try for a summer pulpit exchange. 
Said she: “I didn’t realize you had 
two other children.” Replied the mis- 
tress of the manse with surprise: “I 
don’t.” “But,” remonstrated the mem- 
ber of the congregation, “your husband 
has prayed for ‘our Cath and Ken’ 
every Sunday.” After a few moments 
of puzzlement, the light dawned: “You 
mean, ‘our kith and kin’!” 





Congratulations and a_ beautiful 
King James Bible to Frances Rowena 
Morrison, First Church, Raleigh, N. C. 
(Dr. Albert G. Edwards, pastor); to 
Harvey Correll, McGee church, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; to Ruth Hill Fulton, Zion 
church, Columbia, Tenn. (Rev. W. M. 
Ford, pastor), for perfectly reciting 
the Shorter Catechism. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 














KOREA — As the summer vaca- 


tion began at ‘Taejon Presbyterian 
College, two teams of six students 
each set out for carefully chosen 
country villages to conduct training 
programs. Combining an active Chris- 
tian testimony with training in health 
and sanitation, and classes for children 
in the village, the teams seek to dem- 
onstrate ways in which the villagers 
can help themselves. Rural Korea is 
handicapped by adherence to age-old 
superstitions and ignorance of mod- 
ern methods of agriculture and home 
economies as well as by massive leth- 
argy and pessimism. 


Conceived by the student body’s 
Religious Life Committee, the idea of 
service projects was first put into 
practice during the winter vacation 
in January of this year, and met with 
such a hearty welcome that the stu- 
dents decided to send out two teams 
this summer instead of one. The teams 
are financed by student body funds 
and by contributions from the faculty. 
One faculty member goes along with 
each team, not so much as a super- 
visor, but as a co-worker. 


Korea’s present military govern- 
ment is trying to encourage this type 
of activity on the part of all colleges 
and universities as part of its national 
development program. TPC students 
have the added incentive of bearing 
witness to Christ and seeking to win 
souls to Him. 


One of the spark plugs of the pro- 
gram is Miss Keum-ja Ko, sophomore 
English major. Miss Ko is a graduate 
of the Presbyterian School of Nurs- 
ing, which is part of the Southern 
Presbyterian Mission’s Medical Cen- 
ter in Chunju. In addition to her 


studies, Miss Ko serves as the college 
hurse, 


—(Rev.) Keith R. Crim 


Loyalty to Doctrines Asked of Seminaries 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (RNS)— 
The Baptist Pastors’ Conference of 
Oklahoma City, including among its 
members the president of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, adopted a 
resolution asking that Southern Bap- 
tist seminaries determine that all fac- 
ulty members are doctrinally sound 
and denominationally loyal. 


Seminary trustees and administra- 
tors were urged “to give all diligence 
to determining that all members of 
the faculties of these seminaries be in 
complete accord with the doctrines of 
the Baptist churches which compose 
the Southern Baptist Convention as 
they are taught in the Holy Scriptures 
and as they are delineated in the ar- 
ticles of faith which have been adopt- 
ed by the convention.” 


“While we fully agree with the right 
of any teacher to believe as he 
chooses,” continued the _ resolution, 
“we do not believe that a teacher who 


does not meet the above mentioned 
qualifications has the right to teach 
in any of our Baptist colleges, univer- 
sities, or seminaries. 


“We decry the false sophisticated 
attitude being assumed by some teach- 
ers in some Southern Baptist institu- 
tions that a mark of scholarship is the 
ability to create doubts and questions 
concerning great fundamental truths,” 
declared the resolution. “We conceive 
the purpose of our seminaries to be to 
create and strengthen the faith and 
loyalty of the pupils in the Word of 
God, the doctrines as believed by our 
churches, and the denomination which 
sustains these institutions.” 


The resolution objected “to a teach- 
er being permitted to teach in any of 
our seminaries who by his writings 
casts doubt upon the authenticity of 
the Word of God.” 


(Editor’s note: Wouldn’t be a bad 
idea for Presbyterians!) 





Growth of New Sects 
Reported in Africa 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa 
(RNS) — Many parts of South Africa 
are witnessing a mushroom growth of 
native sects in which attempts to “‘Af- 
ricanize” Christianity are blended 
with superstitious beliefs and old trib- 
al customs. One of the most common 
sights in all cities of the lower half of 
Africa is a gathering of African men 
and women in a vacant plot on Sun- 
day afternoons. They are dressed in 
white, with colored sashes, and they 
shuffle or stamp their feet around a 
man beating a tom-tom. 


The white robes, the crosses and 
stars worn by the leaders, the weird 
chanting and the bongo of the drums 
— all show visually the new “African- 
ization” of Christianity. It is a process 
increasing at an ever faster rate. 
Sometimes these white-robed crowds 
gather around a tree, declared “holy” 
by the leader or “prophet” of the 
group. Others gather near cemeteries 
and in some places one can see a doz- 
en groups at the same time. 
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Dr. J. C. de Ridder, a Johannesburg 
psychologist who has made a special 
study of unrecognized sects among 
Africans, said, “This Africanization 
movement is not anti-white, nor a pro- 
test against discrimination. It is a re- 
version to old tribal forms of worship 
of the ancestral spirits.” 





Wine-Producing Monks 
Lose Battle on Taxes 


SACRAMENTO, Cal. (RNS) — The 
plea of the Christian Brothers to re- 
cover $489,000 in federal taxes asses- 
sed against their winery was rejected 
here by Federal Judge Sherrill Hal- 
bert. The ruling covered taxes paid 
by the order in 1951, 1952 and 1955. 


Judge Halbert ruled that the De La 
Salle Institute operated by the Chris- 
tian Brothers was exempt from taxa- 
tion as a church institution, but that 
the winery was a taxable adjunct of 
the institute. The brothers had claim- 
ed the winery was part of their insti- 
tution at Napa, Cal., developing _pro- 
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duce used to support the order’s 14 
schools in the San Francisco Province. 


The winery operated by the broth- 
ers produces quality wines and brandy 
which are nationally distributed. De 
La Salle Institute and its winery are 
located in the heart of the wine-grow- 
ing district at Napa. The institute 
trains members of the order founded 
300 years ago in France and is de- 
voted to the education of boys. 





Funeral Guide Notes 
‘Barbaric Practices’ 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS) — Ex- 
pensive coffins, services in funeral 
homes and “the barbaric practice of 
open casket viewing” were opposed by 
Dean Edward Jacobs of All Saints 
Episcopal cathedral here in a list of 
recommendations issued as a guide to 
members in planning funerals. 


He said fanfare and carloads of 
flowers at funerals are “not in keep- 
ing with the Christian faith and the 
Christian doctrine of death.” 


In contrast to a service at a funeral 
home, Dean Jacobs said, “a church 
service is less of a strain on relatives 
and takes about the same or less time. 
It is a sad commentary on Christianity 
when we think that being in our Fath- 
er’s house is a strain. What kind of 
reverence do we show for the departed 
soul when we decide that he or she 
should not be buried from the Father’s 
house?” 


Christian burial, he said, means sim- 
plicity, decency and reverence for the 
deceased, not reverence for the opin- 
ions or feelings of friends. 


“Relatives of the deceased are not 
required to stand in line to receive the 
sympathy from friends,’ he said. 
“This is an unnecessary strain on the 
relatives . . . Immediate relatives may 
see the body if they wish, but the 
coffin is not open for public viewing.” 


Dean Jacobs prepared a list of spe- 
cific instructions for Christian burial 
to be signed by each individual wish- 
ing to do so, with copies to be filed 
in the cathedral office and with the 
nearest relative, lawyer or mortician. 





Revival and evangelism, although 
closely linked, are not to be confound- 
ed. Revival is an experience in the 
Church; evangelism is an expression 
of the Church.—Paul S. Rees. 


Need for Rejuvenation 
Of Governments Noted 


TORONTO (RNS) — Unless the 
governments of the Western world 
experience a spiritual rejuvenation, 
they won’t be able to check the forces 
of destruction now being unleashed 
by scientists, the 62nd annual conven- 
tion of the Gideons was told here. 


The warning came from an Edin- 
burgh evangelist, Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter, 
and was addressed to more than 2,000 
delegates from 15 countries, who at- 
tended the largest convention ever 
held by the Bible-distributing business- 
men. “When governments forget God, 
we can’t be saved by them; we’ve got 
to be saved from them. Our British 
leaders would give anything to see a 
revived interest in Sunday school,’ 
said Dr. Baxter. 


Since the Gideon movement was 
formed 62 years ago at Janesville, 
Wis., the international group has dis- 
tributed more than 47 million Bibles 
and Testaments throughout the world. 
In Canada, more than 90 per cent of 
hotel and motel rooms have Gideon- 
donated Bibles in them. Last year, 
Canadian Gideons distributed more 
than 260,000 Bibles and Testaments 
to hotels, motels, hospitals and schools 
across the nation. Canadian Gideons 
also paid the bill for 136,000 more to 
be distributed abroad. 





Regular Baptists Laud 
Committee ‘Vigilance’ 


WINONA LAKE, Ind. (RNS)—The 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee was lauded by the General As- 
sociation of Regular Baptist Churches 
here for its “continuing vigilance over 
our American Freedoms.” In a reso- 
lution adopted at its 30th annual con- 
ference the association commended the 
committee for its work “in the expos- 
ure of subversive organizations and 
their efforts and movements in this 
country,” and for its “loyalty in the 
performance of duty.” 


Earlier, delegates viewed a showing 
of the controversial film, “Operation 
Abolition,” produced with the coop- 
eration of the House committee. Many 
of the delegates expressed gratifica- 
tion that the film had been shown at 
the meeting, according to a Church 
spokesman. 


The GARB accepted 73 new 
churches into membership, bringing 


the total to 992 with about 150,000 
constituents. The denomination was 
formed in 1932 by a group of churches 
which withdrew from the Northern 
(now American) Baptist Convention 
because of doctrinal differences. 





Luther Letter of 1518 
Found by a Collector 


BOSTON (RNS) — A letter writ. 
ten by Martin Luther in 1518, miss. 
ing for more than 300 years, has been 
found in Boston. The priceless “one. 
of-a-kind”’ letter has been acquired by 
Dr. H. Spencer Glidden, associate pro- 
fessor at the Tufts University Schoo] 
of Medicine. 


Dr. Glidden obtained the letter from 
a collector who, he said, had bought 
it from an old Boston family. Where 
it lay for more than three centuries 
is something that probably can never 
be explained, Prof. Glidden said. 


He said scholars were aware of the 
existence of the letter and labeled it 
No. 96 in the Weimar Collection of 
Luther’s works, but until recently they 
assumed it had been destroyed. Dr. 
Glidden said that after Luther posted 
in 1517 his historic “95 Theses” on a 
church door in Wittenburg, Germany, 
he was ordered to Augsburg to answer 
charges of a religious tribunal. 


On Oct. 4, 1518, the day before his 
departure, Luther wrote the letter 
which expressed his feelings and the 
faith he had in his mission. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY PUBLISHED 


NEW YORK (RNS) — “The Eng- 
lish Bible in America,’ first biblio- 
graphy of the 2,500 editions of the 
Bible and New Testament printed in 
English in America, has been publish- 
ed here as a joint venture of the 
American Bible Society and the New 
York Public Library. Edited by Mar- 
garet T. Hills, American Bible Society 
librarian, the 520-page volume covers 
all English-language editions of Bibles 
published in America for Protestants, 
Roman Catholics and Jews. 





It is certainly a mark of deadly de- 
generation and of playing into the 
hands of the flesh and the world when 
we regard the keeping up the numbers 
of our members as the chief criterion 
of religious success.—E. KERI EVANS, 
in My Spiritual Pilgrimage. 
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In Communism Discussions — 


That Vital Omission 


L. NELSON BELL 


A great many well-meaning Chris- 
tians think of Communism only as 
Russian imperialism. To them a Com- 
munist is a Russian or a Russian sym- 
pathizer out by violent means to over- 
throw the government. They do not 
realize that Communism is an ide- 
ology — a way of life — which has 
more to do with one’s view of eco- 
nomics, of religion and the social or- 
der than it does with one’s nationality. 


We have just seen a concrete example 
of such a mistake in identifying Com- 
munism. 


The July, 1961, issue of Social Prog- 
ress, an official journal of the Board 
of Education, UPUSA Church, in- 
cludes the texts of and commentaries 
upon the social deliverances of the 
178rd General Assembly in Buffalo, 
N. Y. 


One of the sections is on the Com- 
munist Conspiracy and American 
Freedom, with special reference to ir- 
responsible attacks on individuals who 
obviously are not Communists. 


There is much to commend this par- 
ticular deliverance of that Assembly. 
However, we feel impelled to speak to 
an omission in the deliverance because 
we feel the heart of America’s prob- 
lem today centers primarily in that 
which has been omitted. We do not 
think that the omission was inten- 
tional. We rather think it reflects the 
failure of so many good people to un- 
derstand and face up to the menace 
confronting America. 


After this challenging statement: 


The international Communist con- 
spiracy is objectively real and vitally 
dangerous to the Christian Church, 
the United States, and the values of 
human dignity we accept. ... 


the deliverance goes on to mention 
the evidence of Communist imperial- 


ism in a number of countries around 
the world. Then we read: 


Within the United States the Com- 
munist threat is also very real, as 
manifest in the conviction by due 
process of law of Communist agents 
for espionage — the conveying of 
military secrets to the Soviet Union. 
We also have reason to believe that 
sabotage — the destruction of mili- 
tary and communications installations 
by Communist agents — is a political 
threat. 


With every word of this statement 
we agree. It is that which is omitted 
(we believe unintentionally) which 
greatly disturbs us. We have quoted 
the entire text of the deliverance as it 
applies to a description of the domes- 
tic threat of Communism. But we be- 
lieve that America’s primary danger 
is not from Communist agents who 
would sabotage our military installa- 
tions or convey military information 
to the Soviet Union. America’s primary 
danger stems from a godless ideology 
which lays claim to the minds and 
allegiances of men, working through 
them to subvert and destroy the nation 
from within. 


If Communism ever takes over in 
America it will not be Russians tak- 
ing over America, but Americans tak- 
ing over America in the manner ex- 
perienced by many other countries — 
Cuba, for instance. These Americans 
will be those who have shared in sabo- 
taging the ideas and ideals by which 








They Can Win 


Since the Bible and patriotism are 
the keystones to American greatness, 
the Communists can win everything by 
destroying respect for these two things 
in American life. — JOHN NOBLE (9 
years a prisoner of the Communists). 
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and on which America was founded 
and which, under the blessing of God, 
have brought freedom and prosperity 
never before experienced by any na- 
tion. 


If the sabotage of military installa- 
tions and the passing on to Soviet 
Russia of military information is not 
the primary danger to America, what 
then is that danger? 


Let us suggest that anything which 
lowers a nation’s ideals and morale 
furthers the cause of Communism as 
a way of life directly, and aids Russia’s 
plans for world domination indirectly. 


Furthermore, anything which con- 
tributes to the lowering of spiritual 
and moral values does the same. 


Therefore, we would suggest that 
the following things, prevalent in 
America today, are playing directly 
into the hands of a godless and ruth- 
less enemy: 


1. The down-grading of the free 
enterprise system and the picturing of 
Capitalism as evil and of Socialism as 
good. 


With all of its weaknesses and mis- 
takes the economic system which has 
been in effect in America from her in- 
ception as a nation has been more ef- 
fective in bringing the greatest good 
to the greatest number of people than 
any system yet devised. 


2. The attacking of our protective 
agencies with attempts to repeal or 
weaken anti-Communist legislation on 
our books, especially the Smith Act, 
the Internal Security Act, and the 
Subversive Activities Control Act. 


3. The concerted effort to discredit 
the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee, the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee, and state officials in 
vestigating Communism. 
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4. The attempts to weaken the ef- 
fectiveness of the FBI through com- 
pelling that agency to reveal its source 
of information. 


5. The intrusion of degraded art 
and music into the life of America. 


6. The subversion of school children 
through textbooks which are critical of 
the American way of life. 


vA 


7. The subversion of college and 
university students by professors who, 
under the guise of “academic freedom,” 





attack the Christian faith, teach So- 
cialistic concepts, and, in some cases, 
advocate the elimination of the moral 
restraints which have been a protec- 
tion to our society. 


8. The destruction of faith in the 
Bible and the elimination of the Bible 
from public instruction and functions. 


9. The downgrading of patriotism 
with the demanding of an interna- 
tionalism which would blot out the 
value of our American heritage and 
substitute for it a “one-world” order 


The Offense Of The Cross 


There are at least four reasons why 
the cross is an offense and a stumbling 
block to many. 


I 


First, the cross of Christ condemns 
the world; it pronounces judgment and 
a sentence upon the world. The cross 
says to the world, ‘You’re a sinner!’ 
and the world doesn’t like it. Herod 
didn’t like the cross, because he was 
living with his brother’s wife, and the 
cross said, ‘You’re an adulterer!’ 


The cross reminds men that they 
have rebelled against God and that 
they need to repent of sin. The Bible 
says that men love darkness because 
their deeds are evil. 


II 


Secondly, the cross is an offense be- 
cause blood was shed there. How 
many times in my travel around the 
world have I heard people of other re- 
ligions call Christianity a ‘slaughter- 
house religion, a religion of blood.’ I 
agree that there is a great deal of 
blood in the Bible. The Bible says that 
without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sin. 


Blood is repulsive. Many people 
faint when they see blood. God has 
deliberately chosen the most repulsive 
thing, that we naturally shrink from, 
to remind us of the sinfulness of sin. 
When blood was shed on Jewish altars 
in the Old Testament, it reminded the 
people of their sins. When Christ died 
on the cross He was giving His blood. 
It showed how much God hated sin 


BILLY GRAHAM 


that He was willing that His Son give 
His blood and His life. 


III 


Thirdly, the cross of Christ is an 
offense because it sets forth an im- 
perative ideal of life. Christ demands 
that we live a life of self-crucifixion. 
Many chafe at the restraint of a life 
like Christ’s. We refuse to give up 
what we know His cross condemns. 
We refuse to take up our cross and 
follow Him. 


The cross worn is no substitute for 
the cross borne. Jesus told us that we, 
too, must bear a cross. Crucifixion has 
the feature of loneliness. It means 
many times to go it alone on some 
moral or social issue. It is neither 
popular nor pleasant for the old self 
to die. But that is the road of the 
Christ-life. 

IV 


Fourthly, the cross of Christ is an 
offense because it claims to be the 
power of God unto salvation; and it 
makes this claim without an alterna- 
tive. This seems to be narrow in an 
age of tolerance and broadmindedness. 
But the engineer of that train out 
there is narrow-minded. He runs it on 
a little track. Why isn’t he broad- 
minded and running it all over the lot? 


Christ was the most broadminded of 
men, but in some things He was ex- 
tremely narrow. He was narrow con- 
cerning His denunciation of sin and 
His definition of the way of salvation. 
He said that if you enter the Kingdom 
of God you must come through a nar- 
row gate and walk a narrow road. 


of which “peaceful co-existence” with 
Communism is a vital part. 


10. The advocacy of unilateral dis. 
armament and the abolishing of nuclear 
testing. 


11. The advocacy of the view that 
atomic warfare is the “ultimate sin,” 
in place of the view that right and 
principle and freedom are more pre. 
cious than life itself. 


12. The careless affiliation with 
Communist-front organizations which, 
under noble-sounding names, work for 
one purpose: the rise of Communism 
and the destruction of America. 


13. Pressure to bring about the 
recognition of Red China by the Unit. 
ed States government and her admis- 
sion into the United Nations. 


Are all those who share in some or 
all of these objectives Communists? 


Of course not! 


But we believe many of these people 
have let their idealism becloud their 
judgment. We believe they are abys- 
mally naive about Communism and its 
aims. Furthermore, we believe that the 
various activities enumerated above 
meet with the full approval of Soviet 
Russia and that she would gladly fore- 
go all military espionage in favor of a 
program which will inevitably lead 
America into the Communist orbit 
without firing a shot. 


It is because of that which is so often 
omitted when referring to the Com- 
munist menace that we believe Amer- 
icans need to be eternally vigilant. We 
further believe that the subversion and 
infiltration by Commuism is going on 
before our very eyes. 


That is why, while agreeing fully 
with the description of the interna- 
tional Communist conspiracy, and the 
specific reference to military espionage 
in the deliverance of the UPUSA Gen- 
eral Assembly, we insist that what is 
omitted is an infinitely greater menace. 





Recipe for a happy home: Take one 
family from which all seeds of bitter- 
ness and selfishness have been re- 
moved. Add a portion of work anda 
dash of plan. Mix thoroughly witha 
generous amount of love that has been 
carefully sifted from self-love. Blend 
in plenty of rich worship toward God. 
Result: happy, palatable home life. 
Serves father, mother, and any num- 
ber of children. — Selected. 
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We deal now with a lively and long 
continuing issue among students of the 
Bible. I frankly confess at the outset 
that my presentation will be rather 
more technical than in the case of the 
other sermons. 








The word “millennium” is derived 
from the Latin and means a thousand 
years. The term “millennium” does not 
appear in the Bible but the idea is 
found three times. Psalm 90:4 tells us 
that a thousand years in God’s sight 
are but as a watch in the night. II 
Peter 3:8 says that “one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.” Six times 
in Revelation 20 there is mention of a 
period of one thousand years, and this 
is the passage we are particularly in- 
terested in: Satan bound a thousand 
years, martyred saints living and 
reigning with Christ a thousand years, 
Satan loosed after the thousand years 
to go out to deceive the nations again. 






















Technical though the questions may 
be that are involved in a study of the 
thousand years of Revelation 20, there 
is a practical value to be realized. It 
will be of value to explore the prin- 
ciples of Biblical interpretation. It will 
be of value to make at least a begin- 
ning of an acquaintance with a book 
of Scripture that to most Christians 
is a riddle wrapped in an enigma 
cloaked in mystery. Let us consider, 
then, (I) how in general to interpret 
the Bible; (II) how to interpret the 
hardest book of all, the Book of Revela- 
tion; (III) how to understand the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation. 


















HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 






The basic rule for Scripture study 
is this: the Bible being God’s Word 
and therefore a self-consistent book, it 
is its own best interpreter. Scripture 
1s to be compared with Scripture. Not 
all that the Bible says on any subject 
is found in any one place; hence arises 












No. 9 in a special series of sermons on “Last Things”’— 


Will There 
Be A Millennium? 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 








the necessity of comparing part with 
part. The next rule indicates why we 
have to appoint certain men to special- 
ize in the Bible. Scripture was writ- 
ten in Hebrew and Greek originally. 
To understand it as fully as is human- 
ly possible, attention must be given to 
the original languages. The technical 
term for this is “grammatico-histori- 
cal exegesis,” that is, finding out what 
the words and phrases of the Bible 
meant as they were used by Moses, 
David, Isaiah, John, Paul, and the 
others. This is why a good seminary 
will insist upon Hebrew and Greek 
courses for its students. This is why 
we must have well trained ministers, 
men who can handle the tools of schol- 
arship. The third basic rule is that 
the Bible being given by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit is to be inter- 
preted under His guidance; a prayerful 
approach to its interpretation is ac- 
cordingly essential. 


But the Bible is not the exclusive 
province of the seminary graduate. It 
is a plain book in the sense that its 
doctrines and ethics lie fully exposed, 
golden nuggets for all to gather. Read- 
ers of the English Bible will do this 
more effectively if they will remember 
also the following principles of inter- 
pretation: (1) The New Testament in- 
terprets the Old Testament. (2) The 
Epistles interpret the Gospels. (3) 
Plain passages interpret the difficult 
places. For example, clear passages 
of teaching interpret passages making 
use of symbolism. 


So then let us come to the Bible as 
the Word of God, confident that it will 
not contradict itself but will present 
to us a unified body of belief or sys- 
tem of doctrine. Let us ever interpret 
Scripture in terms of that system of 
belief. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to 
enlighten our understanding of the 
Scriptures. Let us read the Old Testa- 
ment through the glasses of the New 
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Testament. Let us take into account 
that much in our Lord’s teaching was 
in “seed” form and that He assigned 
His apostles the task of working out 
His principles into doctrinal formula- 
tions. Let us seek to approach the 
Book of Revelation not as a source 
book of doctrine but as a symbolic ap- 
plication of that doctrinal system 
plainly set forth in the teaching sec- 
tions of the New Testament. 


HOW TO STUDY REVELATION 


The Book of Revelation is certainly 
difficult to understand. Today you hear 
very little preaching from this book. 
Many Christians skip it altogether in 
their daily Bible reading. All this is a 
great pity, for exceedingly rich ma- 
terials are to be found in the Revela- 
tion. 


How should Revelation be approach- 
ed? It follows from what has already 
been said that we do not interpret the 
rest of the Bible by the Book of Revela- 
tion but we bring to the Book of Rev- 
elation what the rest of the Bible has 
given us, to understand the Book of 
Revelation in that light. Thus the plain 
teaching materials of the Gospels and 
the Epistles will guide us. The Book 
of Revelation will thus prove much 
more intelligible. 


Now in general the Book of Revela- 
tion develops the theme of the war- 
fare between Christ and His kingdom, 
on the one hand, and Satan and his 
kingdom, on the other. The conflict is 
depicted in a succession of visions cast 
in symbolic form. The time period is 
the Church age or the period between 
the two advents of Christ. A series of 
visions covers time to the end of the 
age, the coming of the Lord, the de- 
scent upon the world of final judgment. 
Another series of visions tells essen- 
tially the same story. 


The book, as it were, doubles back 
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upon itself and recapitulates the age- 
long conflict between Christ and Satan. 
Note how strikingly the series of vis- 
ions dealing with the seven seals, the 
series dealing with the seven trumpets, 
the series dealing with the seven bowls 
parallel each other. Follow Revelation 
12 with its symbolical depiction of the 
birth and ascension of Christ and the 
subsequent efforts of Satan against 
the believing community. The story of 
the Gospel age is told and re-told and 
told again. Perhaps the method is used 
for emphasis. Perhaps it is a way of 
unfolding the idea more fully. The ef- 
fect is certainly to dramatize the strug- 
gle. 


Every time you hear John say, “I 
saw,” you are in a new vision; this is 
his usual transition formula. The prin- 
ciple of recapitulation makes us realize 
that the visions do not follow a chrono- 
logical pattern; they follow each other 
in the book, but their fulfilment in time 
will not necessarily be in the same 
order. Thus Revelation 19 concludes 
a series of visions that have been mov- 
ing toward the Lord’s coming. Revela- 
tion 19 describes His return to judge 
His foes with His rod of iron. Revela- 
tion 20 begins a new series of visions. 


INTERPRETING REVELATION 20 


Let us have the pertinent verses be- 
fore our attention: 


And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in 
his hand. And he laid hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is 


tion 20. Having bound Satan, Christ 
will reign with His saints over the 
world in a golden age of peace. The 
coming of Christ is in this view “pre- 
millennial.”” Those who hold the posi- 
tion are nicknamed “pre-mils.” 


Then there are those who say that 
the thousand years are a time symbol; 
the period between the two advents 
of Christ is represented. An earthly 
kingdom of one thousand years whether 
before Christ comes or after Christ 
comes is not in view at all. The reign 
of Christ referred to in the passage is 
a heavenly reign. The position is call- 
ed “a-millennialism,” or “non-millen- 
nialism.”” Those who hold it are nick- 
named “a-mils.” 


Some of these terms are new and 
unfamiliar. The field of exploration is 
for many unsurveyed. I hope, however, 








About Heretics 


What keeps most men in “Christian” 
countries from being heretics .. . is 
that they do not publicly avow their 
disbelief: it is in better taste to be 
casual about lost beliefs, and a note of 
wistfulness generally ensures forgiv- 
eness. Obstinacy is rare. Millions do 
not even know that they deny essential 
Christian doctrines: they have never 
bothered to find out what the essential 
doctrines are. — WALTER KAUFMANN, 
The Faith of a Heretic. 








the Devil, and Satan, and b d 
him a thousand years, and cast him 
into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him, 
that he should deceive the nations 
no more, till the thousand years 
should be fulfilled; and after that 
he must be loosed a little season. 
And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them: and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word 
of God . . . and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. 


Some say that the thousand years 
represent a period of great prosperity 
for the Gospel cause. Then Christ 
comes after the thousand years. His 
return is, therefore, “post-millennial.” 
Those who hold the view are nicknam- 
ed “post-mils.” 


Others say that Christ will return 
before the thousand years of Revela- 





that you are interested, that your at- 
tention has been arrested by this in- 
troduction into the area of struggle 
over the interpretation of prophecy. 


Let me next try to state why I think 
the first two millennial views are in- 
correct and why I prefer to be desig- 
nated an a-millennialist. 


A converted world or a world nearly 
Christianized does not seem to be pre- 
dicted in Scripture. The Bible calls 
the Church period “This present evil 
age.” Tares as well as the wheat grow 
and will continue to grow side by side 
with the wheat until the final harvest. 
So I cannot be a post-millennialist. 


Neither can I agree with the pre- 
millennial position. The view requires 
human history to continue as human 
history after Christ returns for one 
thousand years before the settling of 
accounts — before the judgment. 





It is the principle that Revelation 
is to be interpreted in terms of the 
plain teaching of the New Testament 
that is most damaging to the pre-mil- 
lennial view. Consistently the New 
Testament tells us that when the Lord 
comes again, He will make a full end 
of the wicked. Recall the parable of 
the wheat and the tares: at the end of 
the age all the wicked are dealt with 
in judgment. Recall iI Thessalonians 
1: all those who know not God and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ are at His coming “punished 
with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power.” Recall II Peter 3: 
when Christ comes back it is “the day 
of judgment and perdition of ungod- 
ly men.” The rest of Scripture con. 
curs. 


When the Lord comes, the door is 
shut, the day of grace is over, the roll 
of the Church has been completed; for 
the unsaved it is doom, destruction, 
judgment — for all the unsaved, every 
single one of them. 


Ours, the Church age, is an age of 
evangelism and missions. The Gospel 
must be preached everywhere and a 
people gathered into the household of 
salvation. Our prayers and our gifts 
and our efforts are to be given to soul- 
saving work. Toward the very end of 
the age darkness will creep over the 
earth again: a resurgence of evil, a 
turning from the truth found in Jesus, 
anti-Christ’s appearance. Then the 
Lord will come in person. He will raise 
the sainted dead from their graves and 
catch them up to meet Him in the air 
with living believers, transforming 
them into the likeness of the resurrec- 
tion in the twinkling of an eye. All 
the wicked will be raised in the resur- 
rection of condemnation. The earth 
and its works will be burned up. The 
judgment will occur. Out of earth’s 
holocaust God will bring forth new 
heavens and a new earth to be the 
abode of His people, an environment 
of righteousness, forever. As Peter 
says, “we, according to His promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth.” 


What, then, is Revelation 20 say- 
ing? It certainly is not saying any- 
thing contradictory to the rest of New 
Testament teaching. It ought to be 
clear at once that an earthly, millen- 
nial reign of Christ’s saints is not 
suggested. John sees martyred souls 
who live and reign with Christ a thou- 
sand years. Where would he see mat- 
tyred souls? In heaven, of course. It 


(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 
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Your will can help support 
World Missions 


Long after you are gone, your will can provide help to people in 
other countries around the world — people who might never be 
reached by the Gospel were it not for your thoughtfulness and genuine 
Christian concern. 


By including a bequest to the Board of World Missions, you can 
make your will an instrument of Christian evangelism. Many mem- 
bers of our Church have taken this opportunity to help sustain the 
work of Foreign Missions. 


If you wish to make such a bequest, we recommend that you have 
your own lawyer draw your will or make any desired changes. We 
will be glad to send you our folders on wills, containing a suggested 
form of bequest. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
Boarp oF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


- 









"To Foreign Misstous a Share’ 
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Getting ready for Rally Day— 


DITORIALS 


That Word ‘Heritage’ 


The selection of “Our Presbyterian 
Heritage and Mission” as the U.S. de- 
nominational theme for 1961 has open- 
ly embarrassed a large number of 
Presbyterians who are dedicated to 
forgetting that the word “Presbyter- 
ian” is supposed to mean anything 
special. 


One of the more entertaining pur- 
suits which has occupied us this year 
is that of following the mental gyra- 
tions of some who have been respon- 
sible for program materials; who were 
bound to enlarge on the official theme 
of the Church but who tried to write 
of heritage without indoctrinating 
Presbyterians in anything that would 
make them more eager to be Presby- 
terians as such. (For the coming 
Church, in the eyes of these, is the 
Ecumenical Church.) 


We do not have reference to the 
more obvious evasions of the theme, 
such as “We Must Look At Our Herit- 
age With Our Eyes Fixed Before Us 
And Not Behind Us;” or “The Cele- 
bration Of Our Centennial Must Not 
Become The Commemoration Of A Di- 
vorce.” We mean rather the more posi- 
tive attempts actually to speak of our 
heritage without speaking of our heri- 
tage, if you know what we mean. 


That Presbyterians should actually 
find in their heritage something which 
would encourage them to be better 
Presbyterians (instead of Methodists 
or Episcopalians) is apparently a pos- 
sibility that some people view with 
mounting horror. “Heritage,” there- 
fore, must be considered in such a way 
as to avoid any such tragedy. 


The most notable effort along this 
line to come to our attention thus far 
is the Rally Day Program for 1961. 
(The same approach is suggested by 
Presbyterian Women for the Septem- 
ber Circle program.) 


The theme of the program, which 
will be used in all Presbyterian US 
churches, is “Sharing Our Heritage.” 
A noble theme, indeed. One which calls 
to mind the elements of faith and order 
which make Presbyterians what they 


are: Reformed Christians according to 
the Evangelical and Calvinistic under- 
standing of the Gospel. 


Are any distinctive elements of Pres- 
byterian heritage included in the pro- 
gram? Lest any should become wear- 
ied in the search, we hasten to answer: 
there are none. 


Three aspects of “heritage” are 
discussed. First there is the legacy of 
the Old Testament. The program 
quotes: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God is one Lord; and you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all 
your might.” 


Then there is the legacy of the New 
Testament: “In the beginning was the 
Word and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God.” 


Finally, there is the history of the 
Church. Says the program: “The roll 
call is long and thrilling of those an- 
cestors of the faith who have passed 
along the great story of God’s love as 
revealed in Jesus Christ.” And because 
this is Presbyterian heritage we are 
talking about, there follows a noble 
list of names of men explicitly iden- 
tified with the Presbyterian enterprise, 
from Calvin to Benjamin Morgan 
Palmer. 


But then the question arises: “What 
is cur heritage from them?” Here the 
gyrations begin. The program asks: 
Was it “something we receive as a 
small child receives a tempting piece 
of candy; something to sit back with 
and enjoy; yes, even something which 
we can use to ‘set ourselves above our 
brothers’?” 


Not on your life. There must be 
nothing to distinguish us from any- 
body else. In fact, “heritage” is not to 
be thought of as “something” at all. 
It is not a distinctive theology, it is not 
a unique polity, it is not a precious 
system of truth, it is not a particular 
understanding of God’s will. According 
to the program, these great Presby- 
terians were distinguished only by 
“their grasp of the dynamic quality” 
of the “faith” which presumably every- 


body shares but which presumably 
other Christians don’t consider dynam. 
ic. In other words, it was an insight 
which made them great. This insight 
was “their grasp that heritage is really 
mission.” 


Our own distinguishing character- 
istic today, when we have fully ap. 
propriated “heritage” for ourselves wil] 
be a conviction that “we have inherited 
a mission, which is to pass on to others 
the Bible and our faith.” Nowhere 
does this faith seem to have any ex. 
plicit content. Whoever shares in the 
mission to pass along the great story 
of God’s love as revealed in Jesus 
Christ, shares the heritage of Presby- 
terians. Thus, of course, anybody could 
be a Presbyterian. (More important, 
perhaps, to the authors of the pro- 
gram, Presbyterians can thus join any- 
body.) 


From this thought the program 
moves smoothly into sharing our herit- 
age, which means (for Rally Day pur- 
poses) supporting the Christian Edu- 
cation work of the denomination with 
a generous offering. 


Readers of this column who would 
prepare a really effective program on 
the heritage of the Church would do 
well to get Walter Lingle’s Presbyter- 
ians, Their History and Beliefs, and 
copy a few stimulating paragraphs. 
Better still, get Egbert Smith’s The 
Creed of Presbyterians, and do the 
same thing. 


Then, after you have received your 
Rally Day offering, write a letter to go 
with it, telling the Board of Education 
what you would like to see them do 
with the money. 





1,200 Enough? 


Commenting on the growing 
ministerial shortage in the UP- 
USA (Northern Presbyterian) 
Church, produced, in part, by 
fewer and fewer ministerial can- 
didates, the Rev. John H. Gal- 
breath wrote in MONDAY 
MORNING: “No church under 
300 members is justified in ex- 
tending a call for a full-time pas- 
tor until it has thoroughly ex- 
plored the possibility of merging 
with another congregation.” If 
that were made a dictum in the 
US Church over half the con- 
gregations would be out of busi- 
ness. We wonder what the broth- 
er considers an ideal membership 
for one pastor. 1,200? 
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A Pastor, a Church 
And a Commission 


The committee which prepared the 
new Book of Church Order that the 
U.S. General Assembly has just adopt- 
ed first recommended that Commissions 
on the Minister and his Work in the 
presbyteries should be “committees” 
and not “commissions.” This recom- 
mendation, which we heartily ap- 
proved, was changed, however, under 
pressure from various Commissions 
themselves. 


The Journal has repeatedly warned 
against the dangers attending the 
power often assumed by (sometimes 
unwisely granted) Commissions on the 
Minister and his Work. A concrete ex- 
ample of the reasons for our concern 
appears in something that has just 
happened in Florida Presbytery. 


A certain church in Florida Presby- 
tery was experiencing internal difficul- 
ties. The pastor sought out the Chair- 
man of the Commission for advice. 
Two members of the Session privately 
did likewise. But neither the pastor 
nor the Session invited the Commis- 
sion to come into the situation with 
the authority of Presbytery. 


On a certain day the Commission 
announced that it would visit the 
church. Its visit was not unwelcome to 
any concerned as the situation had 
badly deteriorated. But after a long 
meeting with the pastor and Session 
the Commission voted, “in the interest 
of religion,” to settle the problem by 
ordering a congregational meeting to 
accept the resignations of both the 
pastor and all members of the Session, 
adding that it would recommend to the 
Presbytery that a special Commission 
be appointed to oversee the church un- 
til a new Session could be elected. 


The Commission acted under the as- 
sumption that its decision would be ac- 
cepted by the parties to the dispute. 
However, it was legally without any 
judicial authority as the Presbytery 
had no official knowledge of the dispute 
and the parties to it had not antici- 
pated a judicial order when they sepa- 
rately and individually had asked for 
help. 


But the Commission’s directive was 
not well received. The congregation 
became incensed. The directed congre- 
gational meeting was not held. The 
Commission decided to ask the Pres- 
bytery to ratify its decision. A large 


(Cont. on p. 23, col. 3) 


A Layman And His Church 


CHRISTIAN 


It has been said that character is 
what a map is when he is alone. In 
its Christian sense character is that 
quality of life and outlook produced 
by the Lord Jesus Christ in the be- 
liever. 


The Bible makes it abundantly clear 
that it is God’s will that men shall be 
transformed from sinners to saints, 
from lost individuals to saved ones. 
He does not will that men should be 
changed by earthly motivations but by 
the transforming power of the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. 


It is by the Holy Spirit’s presence 
in the heart and life of a person that 
he acquires a totally new perspective, 
not only of the immediate circum- 
stances of life but also of the eternal 
verities which reach beyond the grave. 


Christian character enables one to 
stand for what’s right regardless of 
the immediate situation. It is because 
accepted standards have been eroded 
that we see compromise on every hand. 
Things labelled as evil a generation 
ago are accepted today because society 
is less and less influenced by those 
truly possessed of the living Christ. 


Christian character means hardness, 
the right kind of hardness. Paul wrote 
to Timothy: “Thou therefore endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” We are told that Daniel “pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the king’s meat.” 


These were decisions which requir- 
ed character. And for every Christian 
today decisions requiring character 
are encountered constantly. Christianity 
is not a negative religion. But any- 
thing which harms the body, be- 
smirches the soul, or dulls the spirit 
is contrary to God’s will for His chil- 
dren. 


In Isaiah 50:7 we read: “For the 
Lord God will help me; therefore shall 
I not be confounded: therefore have I 
set my face like a flint, and I know 
that I shall not be confounded.” 


Here the source of Christian charac- 
ter is stated while at the same time 
the necessity for a decision of the will 
is affirmed. Neither money nor educa- 
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CHARACTER 


tion can produce Christian character. 
Social graces are often confused with 
Christian living but they may be poles 
apart. Christ, and Christ alone, makes 
the difference. Where He lives in the 
heart all other considerations of neces- 
sity take a secondary place. 


The new English translation of the 
New Testament translates Galatians 
6:15: “The only thing that counts is 
new creation.” The natural man ig- 
nores this, the new man in Christ 
should exhibit it. 


Christian character is of vital im- 
portance to the individual and of in- 
estimable value to the community of 
which he is a part. It is something 
which lasts on into eternity. “And the 
world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.” 


There is a cumulative and corporate 
aspect of Christian character but the 
corporate results occur only after in- 
dividual Christians, filled and guided 
by the Holy Spirit, are themselves 
possessed of such character. 


Because the new life in Christ is an 
individual matter the redemption of 
men and women, one by one, is the key 
to the situation. This is a question of 
a personal experience with Christ 
whereby we become new creatures in 
Him. It is also a question of growing 
in our knowledge of God’s holy will 
and demonstrating in our lives His 
presence, regardless of the place or 
circumstance. 


Compromise is the enemy of Chris- 
tian character and only those who live 
close to Christ and are led by His 
Spirit know when to say “No”, or 
when to say “Yes.” 


If we are to exhibit Christian charac- 
ter to a pagan world Christ must pos- 
sess our hearts and lives. 





Statistics show that 10,000 people 
are killed by liquor for every one 
killed by a mad dog; yet we shoot the 
dog and license the liquor. — Gospel 
Advocate. 
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August 16 | 


It’s ‘Journal Day’ for 196 


Hear These Outstanding Speakers -- 


HERMAN A. HOYT | ¢ | C. DARBY FULTON 


Devotional and nw . “Current Aspects of 
Bible Study a Missions Policy” 


F. CROSSLEY MORGAN g ; MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE 
“The Relevancy of the Bible Bb ¢ ; “The Bible as It Is for 
to the World Today” ae | America Today” 


The business office of the Journal and the First Presbyterian Church of Weaverville 
are located 10 miles north of Asheville, N. C., just off U.S. Highway 23. 
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s The Day! 
And You Are Invited 


Enjoy the Entire Program -- 
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10:00 Devotional - Bible Study Journal Day is an annual occasion for fellowship 
Ceender 8 and inspiration sponsored by — but not neces- 
10:30 Dr. F. Crossley Morgan sarily for — supporters of the Journal. Designed 


11:15 Dr. C. Darby Fulton to stimulate interest in and appreciation for the 


11:45 Dr. L. Nelson Bell evangelical and Presbyterian manner of the 


Reformed Faith, the program is of interest to 
12:00 Mr. Russ Johnson, 


Christians of virtually all ages and spiritual 
Representing the Board 


| temperaments. All who appreciate the ministry 
#12:30 Lunch of the Journal are invited. 


9:10 Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke 
2:40 Dr. G. Aiken Taylor 


The Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Henry B. Dendy welcome you to “Journal Day” at Weaverville. 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in store doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 


the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. ; 
J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza tSore 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Kershaw, Cc. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s _ Store 

a agg » & 

. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. 

L. A. Reeves, _ -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. 
W. M. Gettys, Mer. -Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, % 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
ee Co. 
Carthage, M 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr-Prop. 
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j. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Our lesson today describes Lydia as “a Christian business woman.” 
But that description must be qualified by the fact that Lydia was 
not a Christian, even though she was a business woman, before her 
conversion under Paul’s ministry at Philippi. It is undoubtedly 
true, however, that she continued in her business after her con- 
version. And we can well believe that she, as Paul used his tent- 
making trade, used her selling of purple-dyed garments from Thy- 
atira as a means of propagating the gospel of Jesus Christ. She can 
well be classified, therefore, as “a Christian business woman” — a 
model which all Christian business women today could profitably 


imitate. 
Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


It will be informative for us to consider here some 
general facts about this woman Lydia’s background 
and personality. 


1. Her Name. Since there was a province on the 
west coast of Asia Minor by the name of Lydia, in whose 
bounds were located such cities as Thyatira (see Rev. 
2:18-29) and Philadelphia (see Rev. 3:7-13) , it has been 
supposed by some that “Lydia” here (Acts 16:14) 
simply means “the Lydian” (that is, the seller of purple- 
dyed garments from Lydia, or, more specifically, from 
Thyatira). But, since there are similar examples of peo- 
ple bearing the name of a geographical territory, there 
is no reason not to suppose that the real name of this 
woman was Lydia. 

2. Her Business. She is described as “a seller of 
purple” (Acts 16:14). Her business in this trade had 
carried her from Thyatira, a town in Asia Minor settled 
by Greek colonists from Macedonia, to Philippi, a town 
actually in Macedonia inhabited by Greeks. Thus Ly- 
dia, coming from a Greek city, was very much at home 
among the Greeks at Philippi. In this town she sold 
her dyed garments to the natives and also, we may sup- 
pose, to the mountaineers who came from northern 
Macedonia to trade in Philippi. The narrative in Acts 
seems to imply that Lydia’s business was both extensive 
and profitable, and we may suppose that she was a 
woman of some wealth and executive ability. The fact 
that her “household” (Acts 16:15) was also baptized 
with her would probably suggest that she exercised 
much influence over other members of her staff of em- 
ployees and their families. Among the present ruins 
of Philippi archaeologists have found fragments which 
make mention of dyers as a corporate guild, thus con- 
firming the accuracy of Luke’s account in Acts. 


Ill. THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA. 


Undoubtedly Lydia’s conversion has a deeper signifi- 
cance, in the plan of God for the extension of the Gos- 
pel, than what we see on the surface: 





LESSON 


By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 
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Lesson for August 27, 1961 


LYDIA, A CHRISTIAN BUSINESS 
WOMAN 


Bible Material: Acts 16:11-40 
Devotional Reading: Romans 10:1-13 


Memory Selection: John 1:12 





1. Lydia’s conversion as an illustration of the call 
of the Gentiles. This fact will become quite evident 
when we realize that Lydia’s conversion parallels in 
many ways the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10:1 — 
11:18). Let us now look at some of these parallels: 


a. Both Cornelius (Acts 10:45) and Lydia (Acts 
16:12-14) were Gentiles. Cornelius was a Roman; Ly- 
dia was a Greek. 


b. Both Cornelius (10:2) and Lydia (16:4) were 
religious people, proselytes of the Jewish faith, pre- 
pared to receive the true faith as proclaimed by Peter 
and by Paul. 


c. Both Cornelius (10:5f) and Lydia (16:14) were 
led to the full knowledge of Christ by the two great 
apostles — Peter and Paul. Paul, having lived among 
Gentiles (at Tarsus) and having already been called 
to be the Apostle to the Gentiles (see Acts 9:15; Gal. 
1:16; 2:9; Eph. 3:2,8; Il Tim. 4:17), did not need as 
radical a change in viewpoint before turning to the 
Gentiles as was necessary in Peter’s case (Acts 10:9-48) . 


d. Both Cornelius (10:47f) and Lydia (16:15) 
were baptized immediately after their acceptance of 
Christ; and it appears quite evident that the faith of 
these two people also brought about the conversion of 
others among their relatives (10:24) or in their house- 
holds (16:15). 


e. Neither Cornelius, a centurion (10:1f), nor Ly- 
dia, a business woman selling dyed garments (16:14f), 
was compelled to change their business when they ac- 
cepted the Christian faith (see I Cor. 7:17-24). We may 
safely assume that Cornelius continued as an officer in 
the Roman army and Lydia continued as a seller of 
dyed garments. 


f. Both Cornelius (10:48) and Lydia (16:15) de- 
sired the apostles to stay with them after their conver- 
sions. It was quite natural that they should desire fur- 
ther instruction in the Christian faith and life from the 
men who had brought them into the Christian fellow- 
ship. 
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2. Lydia’s conversion as an illustration of the work 
of regeneration. This fact will become manifest as we 
note briefly the steps in the order of salvation in the 
following points: 


a. The preliminary work of common grace in Ly- 
dia’s life is indicated by her devout life and earnest 
inquiry: she had become a convert to the Jewish faith 
and had thereby come into possession of the basic ele- 
ments of the true religion as found in the Old Testa- 
ment. She was ready, therefore, for the full message of 
salvation in Christ (see Acts 8:26-39) . 


b. Paul’s contact with Lydia was a necessary part of 
the work of salvation. That she should believe de- 
pended on the message of salvation. And in this case 
the message depended on a messenger — Paul. 


c. The supernatural opening of the human heart is 
an essential part of salvation. Only God can open the 
heart. The truths of the Gospel may be presented in 
great power; but it is only God who can open the dead 
heart of man (see Eph. 2:1f) and make the truth clear 
in order that man may understand the way of salvation. 


d. The work of regeneration must precede the sav- 
ing acceptance of the message of salvation. God’s Spirit 
must first give life to the human heart (see John 3:1-7; 
Eph. 2:8-10) before that heart can acknowledge Christ 
(see Rom. 10:9f) publicly and outwardly. God will 
make us willing in the day of His power (cf. Ps. 110:3). 


e. Both the outward Word of God that is heard 
from the human messenger and the inner activity of 
God’s Spirit upon the human heart are essential parts 
in bringing about the salvation of the sinner (see I Cor. 
2:1-16).. Lydia heard the Word of God proclaimed by 
Paul; but the Lord opened Lydia’s heart so that she 
responded to the message with saving faith. 


f. The outward seal of the inner faith is seen in the 
ordinance of baptism. Lydia, having been regenerated 
and having professed her faith outwardly, then sealed 
her faith in the ordinance of baptism (see Acts 2:38-41; 
8:36f; 9:18; 10:47f) . 


g. The reality of Lydia’s faith is seen in the evident 
signs of a transformed life. She desired the further in- 





THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(A Manual for New Members) 


A popular Journal booklet, including articles by C. 
Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott and B. 
Hoyt Evans, used by many congregations in com- 
municant’s classes, as gifts for new members, for study 
groups and in literature racks. Prices: 15 cents each, 
2 for 25 cents, and $10 per hundred. Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 





struction and fellowship of Paul and his companions 
(Acts 16:15,40). The new life in Christ, if it is really 
genuine, must manifest itself in a fruitful life of service 
for the Lord. 


3. Lydia’s conversion as an illustration of the ful. 
filment of God’s announced plan. Even things that seem 
to be rather small and insignificant have a fundamental 
place in God’s plan. That Lydia’s conversion was more 
significant in God’s plan than might be seen by a casual 
reading of the story in Acts appears as follows: 


a. Some important facts. The first fact is that Ly. 
dia was the first convert in Europe. The second fact is 
that Lydia, as we have already shown, was a European 
Gentile. The third fact is that Paul and his company 
were divinely led, in the clearest possible way, to enter 
Europe (Acts 16:6-10). 


b. The interpretation of these facts. There are 
places in the New Testament where an Old Testament 
prophecy is so obviously in mind, even though it is not 
directly quoted or referred to, that we must refer to it 
in order to understand the spiritual significance of the 
event. Consequently, at least in the present instance, 
we believe that Lydia’s conversion in Europe, after Paul 
was divinely led to go to that continent, has a bearing 
upon the promise made to Japheth in Genesis 9:27: 
“God shall enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the 
tents of Shem” (or, “he shall dwell in the tents of 
Shem”’) . First, let us recall that Europe was the home 
of the descendents of Japheth (see first map in the rear 
of the American Standard Version). The Romans (as 
illustrated in Cornelius) and the Greeks (as illustrated 
in Lydia) were members of the great Japhetic (or 
White) race. Second, Paul, as we have already seen, 
was definitely led to go to Europe, the home of the 
Japhetic race. Third, Lydia’s conversion was symbolic 
of the prophecy made concerning Japheth; for, begin- 
ning at this point in Paul’s ministry, two facts become 
growingly evident: (1) the large influx of the descend- 
ants of Japheth into the Church (Acts 16:27-34; 17:4, 
12); (2) the increasing opposition of the Jews (mem- 
bers of the race of Shem) to the Gospel (Acts 17:5,13; 
18:12; 21:21ff,27; 25:2,7; 28:25ff; I Thess. 2:16.) 


Thus the conversion of Lydia, a seemingly insignif- 
icant event in the narrative of Acts, really becomes, in 
the light of God’s prophetic Word (Gen. 9:27), a sign 
and symbol of all that God intends to do in this present 
age of grace to and by means of the descendants of 
Japheth. Since the days of the Apostle Paul, Japheth 
has been “enlarged” in geography (spreading over most 
of the globe) , in government, in arts and sciences, and 
(most importantly) in the spread of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ throughout the world. And Lydia, the first 
convert in Europe, spearheaded this great movement 
of God’s Spirit. 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 


(1) 


——— Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business, Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
ompetitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 


hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1,247 for men, $1,297 for women. Catalog and booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 
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Youth 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR AUGUST 27, 1961: BREAK IT UP! 
Scripture Reading — II Timothy 1:1-14 
Suggested Hymns — 

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

“He Leadeth Me” 

“My Faith Looks up to Thee” 


(It would be very appropriate to invite the parents 
of the young people to this program.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Some 
young person calls out, “Break it up!”, and several 
others fall in to the task of wantonly destroying valu- 
able property. This sort of thing is actually taking 
place time and again in our land. We can read of such 
instances practically any time we choose to do so. Why 
does it happen? Why are some young people willing 
to damage and destroy property that is not theirs? Per- 
haps some go along reluctantly with the others because 
they don’t want it said of them that they “chickened 
out”, Others do it in search of a kind of thrill that 
comes from doing that which is dangerous and forbid- 
den. 


We hear it said that more and more young people 
are involved in crime. We do not mean to suggest that 
a majority of young people are criminals. It has been 
estimated that not more than three per cent go wrong, 
but it is a fact that the average age of criminals in the 
United States is growing lower and lower. During the 
months of May and June 280 juvenile arrests were made 
in one typical Southern city. These young people were 
from four to fifteen years old and were involved in 326 
offenses. Almost half of the offenses and more than 
half of the arrests came under three categories of crime: 
damage to property, breaking and entering, and petty 
larceny (shoplifting, etc. where the value of the stolen 
property is less than $100.) The attitude involved in 
all these offenses is lack of respect for the property of 
others. Officers making the arrests report that the young 
people seldom show any consciousness of having done 
wrong or any sorrow except for having been caught. 
One officer summed up his feelings about the matter 
in these words, “It’s just heartbreaking.” 


FIRST SPEAKER: What are the causes of crime and 
especially of vandalism among young people? The basic 
wrong is a lack of the sense of moral responsibility. 
There is no understanding of the Ten Commandments. 
There is little sense of responsibility to God or man. 
There is little respect for authority among either the 
young people themselves or their parents. This atti- 
tude of lawless rebellion is the fundamental fault. 
What are the causes of it? 


Program 
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Law enforcement officers list as the first cause a lack 
of parental supervision in the homes. The young peo- 
ple who get into trouble are largely those who have not 
been taught morality by their parents and whose par- 
ents do not seem to know or care where their children 
go. It is significant that in one case involving seven 
boys the mothers of six of them had jobs which took 
them away from their children and homes. When many 
parents do not supervise their children, do not teach 
them right from wrong, do not set a righteous example 
before them, and do not take them to church and Sun- 
day school, it is amazing that no more get into trouble 
than do. 


Poverty is another contributing cause of crime among 
young people. Children who are denied privacy, mini- 
mum conveniences, proper places to play, and some- 
times the basic necesssities of life are likely to grow up 
disillusioned and bitter. They will seek excitement 
where they can find it, and often they choose to find it 
in crime, especially vandalism. 


On the other extreme, wealth can also lead to crime. 
Many of the youthful offenders ccme from the “best” 
neighborhoods. For the child who is given everything 
to keep him happy and entertained, life can become 
very boring, and he may decide to break a few win- 
dows and then a few laws to add a little variety to 
living. 


Another contributing cause of crime which law en- 
forcement officers are quick to point out is alcoholic 
drink in the homes. One officer suggested that almost 
without fail he found a bottle or a bar when he went 
into the homes of young law breakers. When the home 
has weak moral foundations, little better can be ex- 
pected of its children. 


A final factor contributing to teenage crime is the 
glamorizing of crime by modern movies and television. 
Cheap literature also comes in for its share of the blame 
in this regard. It has been discovered that some young 
criminals not only received their inspiration to wrong- 
doing from their reading and viewing but also a prac- 
tical education in the techniques of crime. 


These are some of the causes of a very alarming trend 
among the young people of our land. 


SECOND SPEAKER: ‘The next important question 
we must answer is, What can we young people do to 
reverse this trend? The very first thing is to reinforce 
our own ideals and renew our own convictions about 
our responsibility to God and man. We need to seek 
a clearer understanding of right and wrong. This is 
our moral foundation, and it needs to be strong. If our 
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own foundations are sure, we can use our influence to 
keep others from engaging in vandalism and other 
crimes. We can not only say that we are opposed to 
doing those things, but we will be able to tell why. 


We should choose our companions carefully. This 
does not mean that we may be snooty, but that we 
choose associates with high ideals, especially those whom 
we date and with whom we spend unsupervised time. 


When we come in contact with young people who 
have already had trouble with the law, we should not 
shun them. This would be a poor witness to our Chris- 
tianity and would tend to drive them back into wrong 
ways. On the other hand, we should never glamorize 
their criminal exploits, giving them the idea that we 
approve their deeds and admiring them for having 
done wrong. 


Another thing we can do is to participate in whole- 
some, supervised recreation and encourage others to do 


the same. In communities which have recreational pro- 
grams a significant drop in crime has been noted during 
the months when the program is in operation. We 
should also be discriminating about the programs and 
movies we watch and the literature we read. When we 
fill our minds with filth we not only contaminate our- 
selves but we encourage others to do the same thing. 


A very positive thing we can do is to attend Sunday 
school and church faithfully. Here we can associate with 
Christian people, fill our minds with the best thoughts, 
use our energies for the best purposes, and let our in- 
fluence do the most good. 


The most important thing of all we can do to stop 
crime among young people is to yield our lives com- 
pletely to Jesus Christ and to urge others to do so. He 
alone is able to save us, to keep us from falling, and to 
make of us what we ought to be. 


Closing Prayer 
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THE CHURCH AT HOME. 


TERMS OF MISSIONARIES 
IN THE CONGO REDUCED 15. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The term of 
service for Congo missionaries was re- 
duced from four to three years by the 
Board of World Missions at its July 
meeting here “due to the troubled 
times in the Congo and the increased 
tensions and difficulties of the work.” 
The new term is the shortest for any 
of the missionaries of the Presbyter- 
ian Church, U.S. In some fields, where 
better conditions exist, the mission- 
aries stay for five years before com- 
ing home for a year’s furlough. 


same period. 


Korea. 


Church. They are to arrive about Oct. 


In other matters, the board: 


—Learned that receipts for the Easter 
offering for overseas relief and in- 
ter-church aid totalled $137,226.92 
as of mid-July, approximately $28,- 
000 above the 1960 offering for the 


—Appropriated $8,000 for the pro- 
gram of Church World Service in 


MISSIONS BOARD NAMES 
NEW FIELD SECRETARIES 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — At its July 
meeting, the Board of World Missions 
called three missionaries, Walter D. 
Shepard (Congo), the Rev. Joseph R. 
Woody (Brazil) and the Rev. James 
A. Cogswell (Japan) to be acting field 
secretaries for Africa-Iraq-Portugal, 
Latin America and Asia, respectively. 
The board accepted with regret the 
resignation, for health reasons, of Dr. 
S. Hugh Bradley, who has been field 
secretary for the Far East. The new 
appointments are for terms ending 


The board heard that the Congo 
mission in mid-July was made up of 


—Gave tentative endorsement to a 
program of technical assistance in 
primary education in the northeast 


next June. 


In other personnel matters, the board 


39 adults and 18 children. It was ad- of Brazil. 


vised, however, that by the end of the 


accepted with regret the resignations 
of four missionary couples for health 





summer the strength would be the 
greatest since the 1960 evacuation. 
Three other missionaries are scheduled 
to return to the States during the sum- 
mer, but 16 replacements are due to 
reach the field by September. 


It was also reported that the United 
Nations has taken over the work of 
bringing in food and distributing it to 
the needy in the Bakwanga region. 
The Congo Protestant Relief Agency, 
through which the board has been con- 
tributing, has now turned its efforts 
toward a housing cooperative for home- 
less Congolese and aid to refugees in 
Angola. 





or 


The board also voted a two-month 
“study tour” in the United States for 
three members of the Presbyterian 
Church of the Congo, chosen by that 





and other reasons and the retirement 
of four other missionaries. 


Retiring are: Mr. and Mrs. William 
J. Anderson of the Congo, who served 
more than 40 years in evangelistic, 
educational, medical and _ industrial 
work; Miss Margaret Liston, mission- 
ary nurse and evangelistic worker for 
more than 33 years in the Congo who 
first went out in 1924; and Mrs. Joseph 
Savels, missionary nurse for more 
than 24 years who first went to the 
Congo in 1924 with her husband, re- 
turning alone after his death. 














Resignations were received from: 
The Rev. and Mrs. Howard Cameron, 
Congo; Mr. and Mrs. John C. Prit- 
chard, Congo; the Rev. and Mrs. Ern- 
est E. Gilmore, Brazil; and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. John Gillies, Brazil. 


67 


*THE REVEREND DR. JOSHKINS WILL 
LECTURE ON ‘FOOLS’ IN THE CENTRAL 
AVENUE CHURCH MONDAY EVENING, AND 
I TRUST A GREAT MANY WILL ATTEND’ 
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ADMINISTRATORS ELECT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — G. Ernest 
Harrison of Westminster Church in 
Nashville is the first chairman of the 
newly formed Presbyterian Church 
Business Administrators. He was 
elected at the first annual Confer- 
ence for Church Business Adminis- 
trators, held here in July. Other 
officers are Sidney H. Everett of Knox- 
ville’s First Church, vice chairman, 
and Mrs. Olen E. Jenkins of Riverside 
Church in Jacksonville, Fla., secretary- 
treasurer. 


Attending the conference were per- 
sons who serve in such capacities as 
business manager, church manager, 
administrative assistant, executive di- 
rector and executive assistant. The 
conference was sponsored by the Gen- 
eral Council of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. 





PRESBYTERIES MEET 


GREENVILLE, W. Va. — In its 
summer meeting at the Centerville 
church here, Greenbrier Presbytery 
adopted a benevolence budget of $114,- 


724. The Rev. James V. Johnson, sec- 
retary of stewardship for the General 
Council, addressed the court on “The 
Church as Steward.” The Rev. G. Wil- 
liam Ingram of Richwood was moder- 
ator, and the Rev. P. Dean Boyer of 
Maxwelton is moderator - in - nomina- 
tion for the September meeting. 


GOLDSBORO, N. C. — Albemarle 
Presbytery met at the George Kirby 
and First churches here in adjourned 
summer session, with the Rev. Joseph 
W. Amory serving as moderator. The 
court adopted a recommendation that 
it require all calls to include provis- 
ions for the denomination’s group life 
and major medical insurance plans. 
It also pledged $10,000 toward erec- 
tion of the Chapel Hill sanctuary and 
heard that the campaign for St. An- 
drews Presbyterian College has been 
extended to October. 


Miss Patricia Stapleton, the new 
area Director of Christian Education 
for the presbytery, was introduced. 
Received as a candidate for the min- 
istry was Charles Yeargan. Ruling El- 
der Fred Parker was elected moder- 


ator nominee for the Oct. 10 meeting 
at New Bern First Church. 


BESSEMER CITY, N. C. — Kings 
Mountain Presbytery, at its stated 
summer meeting here, approved and 
forwarded to the Assembly’s commit- 
tee working on the new Directory of 
Worship, a suggestion that questions 
asked when persons are admitted to 
the sealing ordinances, i.e. Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, should be made 
mandatory. (The present draft of the 
directory states that the questions — 
or like questions — may be asked.) 


It was reported to the court that by 
mid-July less than half of the $2.25 
million sought in the St. Andrews Col- 
lege campaign had been pledged. The 
Rev. George Riddle was moderator, 
and Ruling Elder William A. Mason 
of Belmont was named moderator- 
nominee for the Oct. 10 meeting at 
Gastonia. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery received four candi- 
dates for the ministry at its stated 





WOMEN should 


have Wills, too! 


Plan a Will that will do the things you want to do... for your family . . . and 
your Church. . . . Literature and assistance regarding bequests or gifts to 
ANY Presbyterian, U.S. agency, institution, or cause is promptly available 
without cost. Write or phone: YOUR Presbyterian Foundation, Inc. (U.S.) 


1004 Wachovia Bank Building 
Charlotte 2, North Carolina 
Telephone: FRanklin 5-6667 
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summer meeting at Trinity church 
here. They are: John V. Lawing, Jr., 
of Westminster church; James H. 
Saxon of Trinity church; Joe C. Dav- 
enport and Robert Grady Love, both 
of Paw Creek church. The Rev. Stuart 
Ritchie was moderator, and Dr. Clarke 
Dean was elected moderator-nominee 
for the next meeting. 


MILTON, N. C. — At its summer 
meeting at the Milton and Red House 
churches, Orange Presbytery pledged 
an additional $5,000 to the Chapel Hill 
church. It had previously approved a 
$25,000 gift. The Rev. R. H. Stone of 
Greensboro was elected moderator, 
succeeding Charles W. Perry of High 
Point. The next meeting is scheduled 





A genius may come from any social stratum, any eco- 
nomic level, any town, anywhere. There may be one in 
your church. 


Wouldn’t it be a tragic waste if he or she failed to go 
to college? In an age when the world sorely needs leaders 
of large ability, many of our most intelligent students are 
not gaining the education they should. 


ABOUT ONE-HALF OF THOSE WHO STAND IN THE 
UPPER BRACKETS OF HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES ARE 


NOT ENTERING COLLEGE. 


Some of them lack motivation. They need to be urged 
to stretch their ambition and lift their sights. 


Some lack financial means. They need the backing of 


scholarships and loans. Ofttimes congregations have .a 
committee to help their young people learn about the 
scholarships available for those who meet the require- 
ments. 


In the great talent hunt, you can help. Encourage able 


youth in your church. Speak to your church officers about 
organizing to help them obtain higher education. 


LET’S PICK OUT AND TRAIN 
TOMORROW’S GENIUS TODAY! 


HICHER EDUCATION 
d DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176. RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


Sept. 14 at First Church, Burlington, 
and will feature a centennial celebra. 


tion. : 


SILVER CREEK, Ga. — Cherokee 
Presbytery held its summer meeting at 
Silver Creek church, with the Rey, J, 
William Stonebraker of Cartersville 
serving as moderator. Executive Sec. 
retary John J. Deifell of the Synod of 
Georgia, the principal speaker, dis. 
cussed stewardship. The Centennial] 
meeting of the presbytery is scheduled 
Oct. 10 at Smyrna. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL — The Frederic R. Dinkins 
family has returned to the field after 
being in the States for health reasons, 


BRAZIL — One of six delegates of 
the Presbyterian Church of Brazil at 
the Evangelical Congress (of Latin 
America )at Lima, Peru, was the Rey. 
Langdon Henderlite of the North 
Brazil Mission. 





‘LAST THINGS’—from p. 8 


is heavenly life, it is heavenly ruling 
of which the verse speaks. John is talk- 
ing, then, about that long period that 
must intervene between the first ad- 
vent of Christ and His second coming. 
The thousand years are a time symbol. 


What about the binding of Satan? 
Augustine of the fifth century gave a 
useful insight here. Christ is He who 
binds Satan. Mark 3:27 gives the ori- 
gin of the conception: “No man can 
enter into a strong man’s house, and 
spoil his goods, except he will first 
bind the strong man; and then he will 
spoil his house.” Christ has bound Sa- 
tan. The binding as Revelation 20 
speaks of it, is a relative thing: “that 
he should deceive the nations no more.” 
Satan is active enough still. But he no 
longer holds the Gentile world in ab- 
solute darkness and dominion. At the 
end Satan will be loosed for “a little 
season” to stir up the great final re- 
bellion; this is what we have been 
speaking of in terms of the falling 
away and the rise and reign of anti- 
Christ. 


These technical matters have highly 
practical implications. For the man 
who is not a Christian but has done us 
the courtesy of listening to an exposi- 
tion of the Biblical predictions, the 
study has a pointed application. Let 
me thus phrase it: While it is still day, 
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while God’s offer of salvation is still 
being extended, while God is still re- 
straining His judgment; repent of sin, 
turn to Christ, believe on the Son of 
God as your Saviour. Now is the ac- 
cepted time. This is the day of salva- 
tion. 


And let the Christian take account 
of the fact that he is involved in a 
great warfare. Christ’s kingdom and 
Satan’s are locked in conflict. Are you 
helping the Lord’s cause? Or are you 
jead weight that the cause is forced 
to carry? Come alive. Serve your 
King. Refuse discouragement in a day 
when in so many ways the battle is 
going hard for Christ’s Church. Be 
confident of His victory. He is com- 
ing in power and glory and will put 
down all His foes. Draw continuing 
strength from the closing prayer of 
the Bible, making it your own: “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


* * * * # 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. The Journal 
articles are an abridgement of the 
original sermons which have been 
printed by the Trinity Church. The 
cost of the booklet is 50c. 





It is easy for Protestants lack- 
ing deep theological concern to talk 
of union with Rome, for in the 
sphere of theology lies the chief 
divisive factor. The Reformation, 
while pregnant with social and eco- 
nomic overtones, was essentially 
doctrinal in nature. When theolo- 
gians grow indifferent to theology, 
concern for reformation, historical 
or contemporary, goes by the board. 
—JAMEs W. L. HILLS, in Christian- 
ity Today. 











RETIRED TEACHER or other person 
interested in teaching American gov- 
ernment on a part-time schedule of 
two periods per day could be used by 
Christian high school at Rabun Gap, 
Georgia (near Clayton). Housing pro- 
vided on campus. Write Rabun Gap- 
Nacoochee School. 





HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS WANT- 
ED — We are in need of teachers 
for Mathematics, English and Science. 
Meals in school dining hall and living 
quarters furnished. Contact Mr. Sam 
C. Patterson, Pres., French Camp 
Academy, French Camp, Miss. 





Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 


10. AARON IS CHOSEN HIGH PRIEST 
DO YOU KNOW—Who chose Aaron to serve as high priest? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Exodus 25:1 and 28:1. 
WHAT DO THESE VERSES SAY about choosing the priest? 
THING TO REMEMBER: Christ, our High Priest, lives today 
and prays for us. Read Hebrews 7:25. 


* *% *% * 


AARON IS CHOSEN HIGH PRIEST 
The Lord said to Moses, ““Take thou unto thee 


, from among the Israelites, that he 
may minister unto (serve) __ __ as priest.” Aaron’s _ __. __. __ 


were also to serve as priests, but Aaron was to be the high priest. 


AARON OFFERS SACRIFICES FOR SIN 


Exodus 28:1,2 


Leviticus 16:2,15,30,34 and Hebrews 7:27 
(Write beside the sentence the verse that tells this) 





Aaron was to bring the blood of animals within 
the vail when he went in to meet the Lord. 

He was to do this so the people might be cleansed 
from their sins before the Lord. 

He was to do this once a year. 

Christ offered one sacrifice for us. 











* * * 


CHRIST IS OUR HIGH PRIEST 
Hebrews 9:11,12,24; 10:12,17,; 7:25 


Christ came as our high 
into the 


% > 


He entered once 

taking not the blood of 

and calves, but His __ __ __ blood, and He 

obtained for us eternal redemption. Christ is now in 

, appearing before __ __ __ for us. He is 

able to __ __ __ __ them to the uttermost (very most) that 

come unto God by __ __ __, seeing He ever liveth to make 
(pray for) for them. 


* 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Who built the first altar 
mentioned in the Bible? Look up Genesis 8:20. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness”, Copyright 
1959 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, California.) 
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THE BROADENING CHURCH, by 
Lefferts A. Loetscher. University of 
Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia. 195 
pp. $5.00. 


The sub-title of this book by a Pro- 
fessor of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary is, “A Study of Theological Is- 
sues in the Presbyterian Church Since 
1869.” Dr. Loetscher with real ability 
as a writer and special gifts in mar- 
shalling data from history shows the 
liberalizing trends which have mark- 
ed the history of American Presby- 
terianism from its beginnings with 
special attention to the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of Amer- 
ica after the reunion of Old and New 
School General Assemblies in 1870. 


The author writes: “This type of 
broader churchmanship (as evidenced 
in reactions to the trial of Dr. C. A. 
Briggs) which seeks to make room for 
men holding contrary views was to be- 
come increasingly influential in the 
Presbyterian Church in coming dec- 
ades.” “. . . the Church was moving 
simultaneously toward administrative 
centralization and theological decen- 
tralization.” ‘ ‘The less theology the 
better’ seems to be the lurking impli- 
cation—at least as far as the Church’s 
statistical growth is concerned.” 


He shows that lack of incisiveness 
as to doctrinal subscription on the part 
of ministers and ruling elders began 
in the “system of doctrine” formula 
of the Adopting Act period of 1729 
which would “rise to vex the Church 
again and again.” The problem of sub- 
scription was described as “the pri- 
mary cause of unrest in the Church” 
by “ninety-seven ‘younger ministers’ ”’ 
in 1893 who wrote of “the wide differ- 
ences in the Church regarding the ex- 
act meaning of subscription to the 
Confession of Faith.” (The author 
concludes that “The Church finally 
felt its way toward an open recogni- 
tion of the full right of moderate lib- 
erals to be ministers or officials.”) 


This book should be required read- 


ing for every theological student, as 
well as for every conservative Pres- 
byterian. The perspectives of history 
and the patterns of doctrinal declen- 
sion are traced out in clear lines with 
most satisfactory documentation. Pres- 
ent developments in Presbyterian cir- 
cles are explained by the story traced 
in the pages of this book. 


—/(Rev.) Robert H. Cox 
Columbia, S. C. 





THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF 
JUDGMENT, by Leon Morris. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 
72 pp. $2.00. 


This book consists of four chapters 
tracing the meaning of the words for 
“judgment” throughout the Bible. 
When Dr. Morris moves into the New 
Testament field, the strength of his 
view is felt quite strongly. He stresses 
that judgment in the New Testament 
is a future certainty as well as a pres- 
ent reality. His main intent is to em- 
phasize that the Bible does teach that 
there will be a final judgment day, at 
which time all men will be judged, in 
spite of the fact that modern man 
“has largely dismissed the thought of 
final judgment from his mind.” 


Every Christian and non-Christian 
alike should seriously consider this re- 
vealing quotation from page 59: 


When the Lord was on earth it 
was possible for men to pass Him 
by. Now that He is gone back to 
heaven it is possible for men to ig- 
nore Him, even deny His very ex- 
istence. But when He comes again 
to judge it will be in such majesty 
that there will be no possibility of 
mistaking the grandeur of His per- 
son. He will come “with ten thou- 
sands of his holy ones, to execute 
judgment upon all...” (Jude 14f). 
He will come “with the angels of his 
power in flaming fire (i.e. flaming 
fire is the robe of the majestic 
Judge), rendering vengeance to 
them that know not God, and to 
them that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus” (II Thess. 1:7f). 


—(Rev.) Rockwell M. Smith 
Rich Valley, Va. 





LEARNING TO LIVE, by Alan 


Redpath. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Grand Rapids. 132 pp. $2.25. 


Cea., 


Fifteen topical-textual sermons by 
the pastor of Chicago’s Moody Me- 


morial Church, preached at a time 
when that great church was “passing 
through a period of severe testing 
. . -’ comprise this book. One centra| 
theme ties the whole together: “The 
Lordship of Christ in the life of every 
believer as a necessary step to the re. 
vival of the local church.” 


This is good (though not great) 
preaching: Biblical, practical, logical, 
readable. Dr. Redpath has a way with 
words, insight into the heart of a text, 
and the ability to organize and cop. 
struct a sermon. 


—(Rev.) James MacKenzie 
Kannapolis, N. C. 





THE CHURCH’S WITNESS TO 
THE WORLD, by Peter Y. DeJong. 
Pella Publ. Co., Pella, Iowa. 
303 pp. $2.00. 


Paper, 


This is a paper-back edition of a 
book already mentioned in the Journal 
(Dec. 14, 1960). 


All who are of Reformed and Pres- 
byterian persuasion should be attract- 
ed to this excellent exposition of the 
Belgic Confession. “In 1961 the Re- 
formed Churches of Dutch rootage will 
commemorate the four hundredth an- 
niversary of the Belgic Confession.” 
Those of English rootage and Presby- 
terian ancestry, followers of the West- 
minster Confession, will rejoice with 
pastor DeJong in the profound influ- 
ence which Calvin had upon the minds 
of the writers and thus upon the con- 
position of the Belgic Confession. 


—/(Rev.) R. P. Robertson 
Oak Hill, W. Va. 





THE GIST OF THE BIBLE, BOOK 
BY BOOK, by Alvin E. Bell. Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 
169 pp. $1.50. 


Any one who desires to know more 
about the Word of God might begin 
by obtaining and studying this book. 
The author places the drive and the 
purpose of each book clearly and con- 
vincingly at the students’ fingertips. 
His analyses are short and to the 
point, yet they alert the seeker to 
those worthwhile truths to be pond- 
ered. In the front of this inexpensive, 
paper-back volume may be found an 
enlightening, one-line description of 
each book in the Bible. 


—RMrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 
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I Want Out! 


It is very hard to give an impaftial appraisal of people who are tear- 
ing down my God and my Jesus. I have had enough of it! I don’t plan to 
ask the Bishop to get me out of the National Council of Churches. I plan 
to tell him I am out of the National Council of Churches. Like the Penn- 
sylvania Dutch say, “I Want O-U-T, Out!” I want to be shut of it! They 
didn’t ask me if I wanted to get in, and I think I have the privilege of 
telling them I don’t want to belong. — Rev. JoHN R. LEATHERBURY, in a 
sermon printed in the Congressional Record, June 6, 1961. 








RACE AND REASON, A YANKEE 
VIEW, by Carleton Putnam. Public 
Affairs Press, Washington, D. C. 
Paper, 125 pp. $2.00. 


Here is a book anyone interested in 
the race question should read, and this 
includes ministers. 


The author writes from a knowledge 
of history, science and law. He shows 
the connection between the Supreme 
Court’s decision of 1954 and Myrdal’s 
An American Dilemma: and that Myr- 
dal was influenced by Franz Boas, a 
foreign-born Columbia University Pro- 
fessor who arrived in America in 1886 
and has been called the father of 
“equalitarian anthropology” in Amer- 
ica. 


The foreword to this book is written 
by leading biological scientists who 
testify that the author’s conclusions 
are based upon accurate biological, an- 
thropological, sociological and genetic 
investigation. 


Here is a forceful analysis of the 
problem of race as seen by both the 
North and the South, showing how 
neither section of the country has fac- 
ed up to the real issue which Mr. Put- 
nam calls “the hidden issue.” 


—Rev. Robert.C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





NEW TESTAMENT GUIDE, by 
John H. Bratt. William B. Eerdmans 
Co., Grand Rapids. 143 pp. $3.00. 


In this volume, every book of the 
New Testament is outlined with teen 
age comprehension and understanding 
in view. The author, professor of Bible 
at Calvin College, makes it clear that 
his work is no substitute for Bible 
reading itself. The purpose of such a 
book is clearly to be put alongside the 
Bible on the shelf, and frequently 
consulted to grasp the general themes 
of the Word. To this end it can be 
used very profitably, not only by 
youth, but by any who want to move 


past a superficial appreciation of the 
New Testament. A good gift for a 
young person. 


—(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





ON THE EIGHTFOLD PATH — 
CHRISTIAN PRESENCE AMID 
BUDDHISM, by George Appleton. 
Oxford University Press, New York, 
N. Y. 156 pp. $2.50. 


The key to the thought of this book 
is to be found in the subtitle, “Chris- 
tian Presence Amid Buddhism.” It be- 
longs to the “Christian Presence Se- 
ries,’ which is concerned with setting 
forth the relationship between Chris- 
tian teaching and the tenets of the ma- 
jor ethnic religions. The author of this 
work on Buddhism is the Rev. George 
Appleton, who has had considerable 
first-hand knowledge of Buddhism in 
Burma, and who has learned to have 
a profound respect for Buddhist teach- 
ings. It is his belief that Buddhists 
should learn from Christianity, but 
also that Christians should learn from 
Buddhism. 


“The Church as we know it,” he 
writes; “is not. yet fit to be the spiritual 
home of all religious men. The new 
encounter could make her so, if her 
conception of God is big enough to 
greet with joyful recognition his op- 
eration in other religions; if she is 
humble enough and patient enough to 
try to understand the other religions, 
and then to relate her gospel to theirs 
so that it comes to men of other faiths 
as good news in their own religious ex- 
perience and conviction.” 


There is nothing novel about the 
point of view of this particular work 
or of the “Christian Presence Series;” 
it is but an echo of the School of Com- 
parative Religions, Hocking, and Re- 
Thinking Missions. It is, however, 
ecumenism carried to its ultimate 
conclusion. When the advocates of One 
Church have by compromise reduced 
Christianity to a few liturgical forms 


and a mere ethical system, why not 
make the Church really big and ecu- 
menical by union with the adherents 
of the heathen religions? 


—Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D. 
Baltimore, Md. 





EDITORIAL—from p. 11 


number of the congregation showed 
up at the Presbytery meeting to plead 
for time to work things out. Seeing the 
visitors, the Chairman of the Commis- 
sion called for an executive session of 
the Presbytery, thus keeping the church 
members out of the meeting. The Pres- 
bytery, in closed session, then voted to 
uphold the judgment of the Commis- 
sion without hearing the case on the 
grounds that to open the case before 
Presbytery would be to vote “no con- 
fidence” in the Commission. 


Events subsequent to the meeting 
indicate that a minister and a congre- 
tion have been lost to the Presbyterian 
Chureh US, in our opinion unneces- 
sarily. 


We do not question the Commission’s 
estimate of the situation, or its judg- 
ment. We do question any light assump- 
tion of the full authority of Presby- 
tery. We see here yet another example 
of the unfortunate behavior which too 
often characterizes Commissions on 
the Minister and his Work. The very 
distinction between “commission” and 
“committee” for which they so vigor- 
ously contend makes it easy — so easy 
— to take for granted the power of life 
and death over ministers and congre- 
gations. And the unpleasantness so 
often attending a painful local condi- 
tion tempts the Presbyteries to overlook 
irregularities and too lightly grant 
their Commissions the power of life 
and death over ministers and congre- 
gations, with the best of intentions, of 
course. 


The effect is that the ordinary little 
people — God’s little ones — gain the 
impression of bureaucracy and despot- 
ism in the Presbyterian system. It is 
our observation that Presbyteries that 
too easily yield those distinctive ele- 
ments of vital Presbyterian authority 
to their Commissions invariably re- 
gret it in time. 


In our opinion it is worth any effort 
to preserve good relations between con- 
gregations and commissions. To this 
end we believe it wise always to ap- 
point special bodies when judicial ac- 
tion is necessary. 
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Ralph G. Turnbull, Seattle, Wash., 
was erroneously reported here as 
moving to Dassel, Minn. This was 
only a summer change of address. 
William Whitwer from Woodville, 
Mississippi to Edwards, Mississippi. 
J. Julius Scott, Jr., has resigned 
from the Brandon, Miss., church, 
effective September 3, to become a 
candidate for the Ph.D. degree at 
the University of Manchester, Eng- 
land. 

J. E. Dement from Sumiton, Ala., 
to Mobile, Ala. 

William G. Kaiser from Grand Is- 
land, Neb., to the Florence church, 
Omaha, Neb. 

Taylor O. Bird from Statesville, N. 
C., to Route 1, Ellenboro, N. C. 
William T. Byrd from Louisville, 
Ky., to Morristown, Tenn. 

Robert Lee Turner, Reidsville, N. 
C., has accepted a call from the 
Sullivan’s Island, S. C., church. 
John W. Dozier who has been in 
the chaplaincy, is supplying the 
First church, Portsmouth, Va. 

S. Browne Hoyt, Sr., Pulaski, Va., 
is retiring as minister of the An- 
derson church, Nov. 15. 

Henry E. Hansen from Clover, S. 
C., to the First church, Miramar, 
West Hollywood, Fla. 


DCE 


Jacqueline Speigner, former teach- 
er in the Central School at Lubon- 
dai, Congo, has become DCE in the 
First Church, Montgomery, Ala. 










LETTERS 
MISSOURI SYNOD ACTION 


Re: your editorial in the July 24 
Journal, “Missouri Also Merging Any- 
how.” Let me identify myself as one 
of the very small minority who voted 
against the motion “to appoint a com- 
mittee to explore the possibilities of 
federation with the Synod of Missouri, 
UPUSA, with the view of organic 
union.” 





You will note that ... the exploring 
is to go much farther than reported in 
your editorial. 


I have said very little in our Church 
courts since I have only been a Pres- 
byterian for four years. Nonetheless, 
I am intensely opposed to any union 
with those who do not hold the Re- 
formed faith as being more important 
than any kind of cooperation. After 
ten years of agonizing prayer and 
study my wife, the daughter of a Bap- 
tist minister, and I, a minister and col- 
lege teacher in the Baptist denomina- 
tion, felt impelled of the Lord to break 
our former church connections and 
join the Presbyterian Church. 


During the years I memorized the 
Confession of Faith, most of the short- 
er and Larger Catechisms and a great 
portion of the Book of Church Order. 
When I was received into Presbytery 
I gave glad assent to the questions 
asked, especially those in the doctrinal 
examination. 


I was called to a joint US-UPUSA 
parish, therefore my opposition to 
union is not based on blind prejudice. 
I believe that the UPUSA Church con- 
siders any kind of union of more value 
than the Reformed faith. When my 
present field of two US churches offer- 
ed me a call I accepted with joy, feel- 
ing that I could serve better in the US 
Church. Naturally I am unhappy with 
the recent action of the Synod... . 


—(Rev.) W. C. Kennicutt 
Crocker, Mo. 





HOLD THE LINE 


My prayer is that the efforts of the 
Journal to stem the alarming trend to 
discount or minimize the Standards of 
the Church, led by some who seem to 
have little regard for their ordination 
vows, may be richly blessed of the 
Lord. 


—(Rev.) J. P. Marion 
Wichita, Kan. 





My faith in the Presbyterian Church 
has been shaken. Our minister, upon 
his reception, said, “I question — that 
is, I doubt — the virgin birth of Jesus.” 
The Commission on the Minister and 
his Work upheld him in it. Thirty-five 
of the members have left the church 
and the minister is still in the pulpit. 
He has been a leader in youth camps 
and is being sent to Montreat to help 
in one of the Education Conferences 
rae 
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Can anyone really doubt what jis 
wrong with our young people? . 


—Name 


Because many young people today 
are starving for something vital, they 
are ripe to fall for false impressions 
of vitality, and modern imitations of 
real religion.—Ed. 





SUPPORT CHURCH-STATE 
SEPARATION 


We, as Christians, prayerfully urge 
you to aid us in our resolve that the 
Church and State shall remain for. 
ever separate institutions for the mv- 
tual benefit of both. In aiding us in 
this effort we pledge you our support 
and may God give you the spiritual 
wisdom, courage and alertness to do 
your part in preserving these institu. 
tions in their historic heritage. 

s+ 6 

Today some leaders of the Church 
and State are demanding that the 
State pay the expenses of the Church 
and of Church schools. For the State 
to pay, or the Church to accept, would 
strike the death blow to both. How 
long could the Spirit of God live in 
man’s heart when the State relieves 
him of his responsibility to God? ... 


Rollis B. Bowman, President 
Julien E. Atkinson, Secretary 
Howard M. Leitner, Clerk 


The above are portions of a letter 
given wide distribution by the Men of 
the Church, First Church, Augusta, 
Ga. 





POTPOURRI 


We praise the Lord daily for the 
sound, Spirit-filled articles published 
in the Journal. Wish we could say the 
same about our own denomination’s 
publication. 


—John A. Harrington 
Knoxville, Tenn. 











PURITAN REPRINTS 
New and Used Books 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT 
Swengel, Pa. 


Free catalog upon request 

















